Causes of the American Revolution  (Part I)

1. French and Indian War – The conflict between France and Britain in North America between 1754-1763.

2. Stamp Act – Law passed by Parliament that raised tax money by requiring colonists to pay for an official stamp whenever they bought paper items such as newspapers, licenses, and legal documents.

3. Pontiac’s Uprising – Unsuccessful effort by Ottawa chief Pontiac and his allies to drive British out of the frontier.

4. Proclamation of 1763 – British proclamation banning further colonial settlement west of the Appalachian Mountains and ordering colonists already living there to move their settlements.

5. Sons of Liberty – Secret societies formed in the mid 1700s by colonists to protest new taxes and to frighten tax collectors.

6. Townshend Acts – Laws passed by Parliament placing duties on certain items imported by the colonists.

7. Writs of assistance – Special search warrants that allowed tax collectors to search for smuggled goods.

8. Boston Massacre – Incident in 1770 in which British soldiers fired into a crowd of angry colonists.

9. Propaganda – Stories or images designed to support a particular point of view.

10. Boycott – a refusal to buy.

11. Quartering Act – a law that required colonists to fee and shelter British troops stationed in the colonies.

12. Common Sense – Pamphlet written by Thomas Paine that criticized monarchies and convinced many American colonists of the need to break away from Britain.

13. Salutary neglect – refers to the policy of Great Britain of interfering very little in colonial affairs from 1690-1760
14. Declaratory Act – a law that stated that Great Britain had the right to rule the colonies and tax them in all cases.

15. Tyranny – the unjust use of power.

.
Questions

1. What was George Washington’s mission in the Ohio Valley?  Did he succeed?

2. Why did the end of the French and Indian War not bring peace to the American frontier?

3. What was the outcome of Pontiac’s Rebellion?

4. Why were the colonists so upset about the Proclamation of 1763 and why did they feel justified in ignoring it?

5. What reason did the colonists give for the unconstitutionality of Parliament imposing a tax upon them?

