Causes of the Revolution Vocabulary (Part 2)

1. Mecklenburg Resolves – Declaration made in Mecklenburg County in 1775 that British law would not be enforced any longer.

2. Intolerable Acts – A set of laws passed by Parliament to punish the colonists for the Boston Tea Party and tighten government controls on the colonists

3. Boston Tea Party – Protest against the Tea Act in which a group of colonists boarded Boston tea ships and dumped 340 chests of tea into Boston Harbor.

4. Continental Army – Army created by the Second Continental Congress in 1775 to defend American colonies from Britain.

5. Minutemen – American colonial militia members who were supposed to be ready to fight at a moments’ notice.

6. Loyalists – Colonists who sided with Britain in the American Revolution.

7. Patriots – American colonists who fought for independence from Great Britain during the American Revolution.

8. First Continental Congress – the group of colonial delegates who met in Philadelphia in 1774 to discuss opposition to British policies

9. Halifax Resolves – Document giving North Carolina delegates the power to declare independence along with the other American colonies at the Continental Congress.

10. Declaration of Independence – the document adopted by the Continental Congress on July 4, 1776 establishing the United States as a nation separate and independent from Great Britain.

11. Redcoats – British soldiers who fought against the colonists in the American Revolution

12. Olive Branch Petition – Peace request sent by the Second Continental Congress to Britain’s King George III who rejected it.

13. Tea Act – Law passed by Parliament allowing the British East India Company to sell its low cost tea directly to the colonies undermining colonial tea merchants; led to the Boston Tea Party.

14. Siege – military blockade of a city or port.
15. Artillery – cannons and large guns

16. Second Continental Congress – the assembly of colonial delegates in 1775 that organized a Continental Army.

17. Edenton Tea Party – when 51 women in Edenton agreed not to drink any more tea or wear anymore British cloth.
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