Geography definitions

1. Barrier Islands – islands that protect a mainland from an ocean.

2. Inlets – narrow passages of water as between two islands

3. Coastal Plain – the easternmost of North Carolina’s three regions lying between the Piedmont and the Atlantic Ocean

4. Piedmont – huge plateau in Central North Carolina covering about 45% of the state.

5. Mountain region – the mountainous area of western North Carolina

6. Tidewater – low lying area of the Coastal Plain extending inland 30 to 80 miles

7. Outer Banks – a chain of low, narrow islands that make up the eastern limit of North Carolina’s Coastal Plain

8. Geographic region – a large area of land with similar features

9. Mount Mitchell – highest mountain east of the Mississippi River

10. Jockey’s Ridge – highest sand dune on the Atlantic Ocean

11. Capes – parts of the barrier islands that jut far out into the Atlantic Ocean

12. Sounds – shallow bodies of water between the Outer Banks and the mainland

13. Shoals – shallows along the continental shelf

14. Fall line – the imaginary line formed by connecting all the points where rivers drop suddenly from highlands to lowlands forming waterfalls or rapids

15. Longitude – a measure of the distance east or west of the Prime Meridian at Greenwich, England

16. Latitude – a measure of distance north and south of the Equator

17. Physical feature – the natural landforms and characteristics of a place

18. Human features – changes made by people to land

19. Primary source – something made or written by someone who was there at the time; an original record

20. Secondary source – Something written or said by someone who studied an event

