Third Week of Government Vocabulary

1. Bill of Rights – The first ten amendments to the Constitution, which restrict the federal government’s power to take away certain basic rights of the people.

2. Popular Sovereignty – The idea that the people have the ultimate power and that government is based upon the consent of the people.

3. Amend – to change or revise

4. Article – one of the sections of a document such as the constitution.

5. Treason – betraying one’s country

6. Assembly – the right to gather in a group.

7. Petition – the right to ask the government to change things.

8. Quartering -- to furnish with lodgings

9. Arrest warrant – a legal document issued for arresting someone suspected of a crime.

10. Search warrant – document issued by a judge to the sheriff for the purpose of getting evidence concerning a crime

11. Double jeopardy – when a person is tried twice for the same crime

12. Prohibition – the time period in which the production, sale and use of alcoholic beverages was prohibited in the United States

13. Miranda rights – Suspects must be advised that they do not have to incriminate themselves and they have the right to an attorney being present during questioning

14. Libel – a false publication in writing, printing or typewriting that damages a person’s reputation

15. Slander -- To say something to harm someone’s reputation

16. Suffrage – the right to vote

17. Political Action Committee (PAC) – Organizations that collect money to distribute to candidates who support the same issues as the contributors.

18. Eminent Domain – The government’s power to take personal property to further the public good.

19. Self-incrimination – having to witness against yourself

20. Due process – the right to fair treatment under the law.

